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but common to a number of compounds, as (NO, ) . All such
unsatisfied groups are called rests, and may be considered as
rests, or residues, left by the elision of atoms from satisfied
molecules, which may be either actually existent or hypothetical.
Thus, (Oil) , hydroxyl, is a rest of Ha0, water; (NHJ is a rest of NH
the hypothetical ammonium; (Nil, ) , amidogen, is a rest of Nil,
ammonia; (NO, ) is a rest of HN0 nitric acid; (Pb(OII)) is a rest of
Pb(OH) lead hydroxid. The use of rests enables us to classify
compounds with great ease, and to make clear many important
relations existing between them. For instance, it is not usually
necessary to dissect the formulas of acids further than to show
the number of hydroxyl rests in them; e.g.: (HO)NO; (H0)aS0a;
(HO), P. Nitric acid. Sulfuric acid....
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