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is at once a comedy, a drama, a satire, a meditation on faith and discipline, and a fantastical dramatization of
Chinas history. Its creation covers many centuries and several dynasties. Begun during the Song Dynasty
(10th13th century), Journey is set against the backdrop of the 7th century Tang Dynasty, and tells the story of a
priest named San Zang, who introduces China to the Mahayana Buddhist scriptures of India, and his trio of
disciples: the monkey king Sun Wu Kong, the gluttonous pig Zhu Bajie, and the quiet but noble sea monster Sha
Wu Jing. The San Zang who appears in Journey to the West is a specialist in Tripitaka, and is based on a real
priest, named Xuan Zang. Xuan Zang lived from 602 to 664, and have traveled the western lands and traded
with other countries along the western border from 627 or 629 to 645. More than three hundred years later, a
story based on Xuan Zangs adventures, first appeared. The Journey to the West originated from this story. The
Song Dynasty was founded in 960, yet because the only known author of Journey to the West, Wu Cheng en,
died in 1582, during the Ming Dynasty, the story is considered the result of collective creation spanning five
hundred years. The story also traveled through several countries and includes at least four different timelines.
The events of Journey to the West, which include epic battles and threatened palaces and imperiled kings, could
resonate with...
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