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direction of Secretary Spellings, has worked hard to balance our commitment to the core principles of No Child
Left Behind - including annual assessments, subgroup accountability, and 100-percent proficiency by 2014 -
with the need for flexibility at the State and local level. Last year, Chicago benefited directly from what the
Secretary calls her sensible, workable approach to No Child Left Behind. The Secretary visited Chicago person-
ally to announce approval of a pilot program under which Chicago Public Schools ( CPS ) was permitted to
continue providing supplemental educational services ( SES ) to eligible students even though the district had
been identified for improvement. Prior to this pilot program, school districts identified for improvement
automatically lost their eligibility to be SES providers. In return for this flexibility, CPS agreed to expand
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program, and just last month the Department ap-proved the extension of the...
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