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TYCHO BRAHE I THEY thought him a magician, Tycho Brahe,
Who lived on that strange island in the Sound, Nine miles from
Elsinore. His legend reached The Mermaid Inn the year that
Shakespeare died. Fynes Moryson had brought his travellers
tales Of Wheen, the heart-shaped isle where Tycho made His
great discoveries, and, with Jeppe, his dwarf, And flaxen-haired
Christine, the peasant girl, Dreamed his great dreams for five-
and twenty years. For there he lit that lanthorn of the law,
Uraniborg; that fortress of the truth, With Pegasus flying above
its loftiest tower, While, in its roofs, like wide enchanted eyes
Watching, the brightest windows in the world, Opened upon the
stars. Nine miles from Elsinore, with all those ghosts, There s
magic enough in thatl But whitecliffed Wheen, Six miles in girth,
with crowds of hunchback waves Crawling all round it,...
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