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BRAND NEW, State, Law and Religion: Pagan Rome, Alan
Watson, This book analyzes the interaction of law and religion
in ancient Rome. As such, it offers a major new perspective on
the nature and development of Roman law in the early
republic and empire before Christianity was recognized and
encouraged by Constantine. At the heart of the book is the
apparent paradox that Roman private law is remarkably
secular even though, until the late second century B.C. the
Romans were regarded (and regarded themeselves) as the
most religious people in the world. Adding to the paradox was
the fact that the interpretation of private law, which dealt with
relations between private citizens, lay in the hands of the
College of Pontiffs, an advisory body of priests. Alan Watson
traces the roots of the paradox - and the way in which Roman
law ultimately developed - to the conflict between patricians
and plebeians that occurred in the mid-5th century B.C. When
the plebeians demanded equality of all citizens before the law,
the patricians prepared in response the "Twelve Tables", a law
code that included only matters considered appropriate from
plebeians. Public law, which...
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R eviews

This created ebook is great. it was writtern very properly and useful. Its been printed in an exceedingly easy way in fact
it is just right after i finished reading this pdf where basically modified me, alter the way i think.
-- Ag la e B ecker    

This ebook is definitely worth buying. It is definitely basic but excitement within the fi?y percent in the ebook. Its been
designed in an extremely straightforward way which is merely following i finished reading this ebook where basically
changed me, alter the way in my opinion.
-- Wa r d Mor a r     
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